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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: RWANDA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Rwanda Standards Board (RSB)
KK 15 Rd, 49
P.O.BOX 7099, Kigali, Rwanda
Tel: +250 788303492
Email: info@rsb.gov.rw
Website: www.rsb.gov.rw 

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Fertilizers (ICS code(s): 65.080)

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): DRS 614: 2025, Growing media — Specification; (47 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/TBT/RWA/25_06382_00_e.pdf
Rwanda Standards Board (RSB)
KK 15 Rd, 49
P.O.BOX 7099, Kigali, Rwanda
Tel: +250 788303492
Email: info@rsb.gov.rw
Website: www.rsb.gov.rw 

	6.
	Description of content: This Draft Rwanda Standard specifies the requirements, sampling and test methods for growing media used in horticulture, nurseries, greenhouses, container farming, and landscaping. It applies to both organic and inorganic types of growing media, whether used alone or in mixtures.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: Consumer information, labelling; Prevention of deceptive practices and consumer protection; Protection of human health or safety; Protection of the environment; Quality requirements; Reducing trade barriers and facilitating trade; Cost saving and productivity enhancement

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
1. RS ISO 8157, Fertilizers and soil conditioners — Vocabulary
2. RS ISO 10390, Soil quality — Determination of pH
3. RS ISO 11265, Soil quality — determination of the specific electrical conductivity
4. ISO 11260, Soil quality — Determination of effective cation exchange capacity and base saturation level using barium chloride solution
5. RS AOAC 965.08, Water (free) in fertilizers — Vacuum-desiccation
6. ISO 23265, Soil quality — Test for estimating organic matter decomposition in contaminated soil
7. ISO 3944, Fertilizers — Determination of bulk density (loose)
8. ISO 15238, Coal — Determination of total cadmium
9. RS ISO 11047, Soil quality — Determination of cadmium, chromium, cobalt, copper, lead, manganese, nickel and zinc — Flame and electrothermal atomic absorption spectrometric methods
10. ISO 22145, Fertilizers and soil conditioners — Mineral soil amendments — Determination of total calcium and magnesium content
11. RS ISO 17318, Solid fertilizers and soil conditioners — Determination of arsenic, cadmium, chromium, lead and mercury contents Electrically propelled road vehicles — Conductive power transfer — Safety requirements
12. RS AOAC 2006.03, Arsenic, Cadmium, Cobalt, Chromium, Lead, Molybdenum, Nickel and Selenium in fertilizers
13. RS ISO 4831, Microbiology of food and animal feeding stuffs — Horizontal method for the detection and enumeration of coliforms — Most probable number technique
14. RS ISO 7251, Microbiology of food and animal feeding stuffs — Horizontal method for the detection and enumeration of presumptive Escherichia coli — Most probable number technique
15. RS ISO 6579-1, Microbiology of the food chain — Horizontal method for the detection, enumeration and serotyping of Salmonella — Part 1: nella spp
16. RS ISO 7899-2, Water quality — Detection and enumeration of intestinal enterococci — Part 2: Membrane filtration method
17. RS ISO 7409, Fertilizers — Marking — Presentation and Declarations
18. RS ISO 14820-1, Fertilizers and liming materials — Sampling and sample preparation — Part 1: Sampling
19. RS ISO 14820-2, Fertilizers and liming materials — Sampling and sample preparation — Part 2: Sample preparation

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: To be determined
Proposed date of entry into force: 6 months from adoption

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 25 November 2025
[X] 60 days from notification 
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
Rwanda Standards Board (RSB)
KK 15 Rd, 49
P.O.BOX 7099, Kigali, Rwanda
Tel: +250 788303492
Email: info@rsb.gov.rw
Website: www.rsb.gov.rw 
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