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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: MALAWI
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Malawi Bureau of Standards

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Groundnuts, whether or not shelled or broken (excl. roasted or otherwise cooked) (HS code(s): 1202); Oilseeds (ICS code(s): 67.200.20)

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): DMS 554:2024 Peanut butter – Specification
; (5 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/TBT/MWI/25_04758_00_e.pdf
Director General
Malawi Bureau of Standards
P.O Box 946
Blantyre, Malawi
Tel: + 265 887376 444
Fax: + 265 1870 756
E-mail: info@mbsmw.org

	6.
	Description of content: This draft Malawi standard specifies the requirements, sampling and test methods for peanut butter derived from seeds of peanuts (groundnuts) of the species Arachis hypogaea L. for human consumption. 

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: Consumer information, labelling; Prevention of deceptive practices and consumer protection; Protection of human health or safety; Quality requirements; Reducing trade barriers and facilitating trade

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
1. MS 19-1: Labeling of foods – General standard, Part 1: Prepackaged foods
2. MS 19-2: Labelling of foods – General standard, Part 2: Non-retail containers of food
3. MS 21: Food and food processing units – Code of hygienic conditions
4. MS 188: Edible salt – Specification
5. MS 302: Contaminants and toxins in food – General standard
6. MS 366: Honey – Specification
7. MS 624: Nutrition labelling – Requirements
8. MS 625: Use of nutrition and health claims – Requirements
9. MS 213: Groundnuts – Specification
10. MS 1693: Roasted groundnuts (peanuts) kernels – Specification
11. MS 1756: Oilseeds – Determination of moisture and volatile matter
12. MS 1784: Oilseeds – Determination of acidity of oils
13. ISO 735: Oilseed residues – Determination of ash insoluble in hydrochloric acid
14. ISO 5555: Animal and vegetable fats and oils – Sampling
15. ISO 6579-1: Microbiology of the food chain – Horizontal method for the detection, enumeration and serotyping of Salmonella – Part 1: Detection of Salmonella spp.
16. ISO 6888-1: Microbiology of the food chain – Horizontal method for the enumeration of coagulase-positive Staphylococci (Staphylococcus aureus and other species) – Part 1: Method using Baird-Parker agar medium
17. ISO 16050: Foodstuffs – Determination of aflatoxin B1, and the total content of aflatoxins B1, B2, G1 and G2
18. in cereals, nuts and derived products – High-performance liquid chromatographic method
19. ISO 16654, Microbiology of food and animal feeding stuffs – Horizontal method for the detection of Escherichia coli O157

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: To be determined
Proposed date of entry into force: To be determined

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 21 September 2025
[X] 60 days from notification 
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
Director General
Malawi Bureau of Standards
P.O Box 946
Blantyre, Malawi
Tel: + 265 887376 444
Fax: + 265 1870 756
E-mail: info@mbsmw.org
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