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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: BURUNDI, KENYA, RWANDA, TANZANIA, UGANDA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Tanzania Bureau of Standards
Ubungo, Morogoro Road/Sam Nujoma Road
P. O. Box 9524
DAR ES SALAAM, TANZANIA
Tel. No: +255 22 245 0298/+255 22 245 0206
Email: nep@tbs.go.tz
Website: www.tbs.go.tz

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Scythes, sickles, hay knives, timber wedges and other hand tools of a kind used in agriculture, horticulture or forestry, with working parts of base metal (excl. spades, shovels, mattocks, picks, hoes, rakes, axes, billhooks and similar hewing tools, poultry shears, secateurs and similar one-handed pruners and shears, hedge shears, two-handed pruning shears and similar two-handed shears) (HS code(s): 820190); Hand-operated tools (ICS code(s): 25.140.30)

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): DEAS 1294: 2025, Handle for hand tools — Specification, First Edition; (18 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/TBT/TZA/25_06945_00_e.pdf

	6.
	Description of content: This Draft East African Standard specifies general and specific requirements of handles for hand tools. The standard covers handles made of different materials such as wood, plastics, metals and composites.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: Consumer information, labelling; Protection of the environment; Quality requirements; Harmonization

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
1. ISO 13061-1, Physical and mechanical properties of wood — Test methods for small clear wood specimens — Part 1: Determination of moisture content for physical and mechanical tests
2. ISO 24153, Random sampling and randomization procedures
3. RS 176:2013, Wooden handles for forks, shovels, spades, beater picks, mattocks and picks — Specification
4. IS 620:1985, Specification for wooden tool handles — General requirements
5. IS 2892:1993, Wooden handles for picks and beaters — Specification
6. FAO, Guidelines for the technical specifications and procurement of agricultural hand tools
7. ILO 1980, Guide to tools and equipment for labour based road construction
8. Intermediate Technology Publication 1992, Tools for Agriculture. A guide to appropriate equipment for smallholder farmers

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: To be determined; To be determined and notified
Proposed date of entry into force: To be determined

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 16 December 2025
[X] 60 days from notification 
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
Contact person(s):
Ms. Bahati Samillani (NEP officer) and Mr. Clavery Chausi
Tanzania Bureau of Standards (TBS)
Morogoro/Sam Nujoma Road, Ubungo
P O Box 9524
Dar Es Salaam
Tel: +(255) 22 2450206
Email: nep@tbs.go.tz; bahati.samillani@tbs.go.tz
Website: http://www.tbs.go.tz
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