	[bookmark: bmkRestricted][bookmark: bmkMasthead]
	

	[bookmark: bmkLogo][image: ]
	

	[bookmark: bmkSymbols]
	G/TBT/15.2/N/KEN

	
	25 September 2025

	[bookmark: bmkSerial](25-6099)
	Page: 1/5

	[bookmark: bmkCommittee][bookmark: bmkLanguage]Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade
	Original: English



G/TBT/15.2/N/KEN

- 4 -

G/TBT/15.2/N/KEN

- 5 -

IMPLEMENTATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE AGREEMENT
ON TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE
COMMUNICATION FROM KENYA
The following communication under Article 15.2 of the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade, dated 23 September 2025, has been received from the delegation of Kenya. 
_______________


IMPLEMENTING ACTIONS
INTRODUCTION
In accordance with Article 15.2 of the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and considering the decision of the TBT Committee of 14 July 1995 concerning the Statement on Implementation and Administration as contained in document G/TBT/1/Rev.5 of 11 December 1997 and document G/TBT/1/Rev.6, the Government of the Republic of Kenya accepted the Agreements establishing WTO, the TBT Agreement and the associated Legal Instruments included in Annexes 1, 2 and 3.
LEGAL AND INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK
The principles and obligations of the WTO TBT Agreement are implemented in Kenya through several national laws and regulatory mechanisms. The legal and institutional frameworks are as follows:
0. Legal Framework
The development and implementation of WTO TBT (standards, technical regulation and conformity assessment) Agreement is governed by various statutes, key of which include:
The Constitution of Kenya 2010;
Standards Act (Cap 496;
The Kenya Accreditation Services Act (Cap 496A);
Weights and Measures Act (Cap 513);
Trade Descriptions Act (Cap 505);
The EAC Standardization, Quality Assurance, Metrology and Testing Act (2006); and
The Statutory Instruments Act (2013).
Institutional Framework
Guided by the fore mentioned statutes the key institutions that undertake the administration and implementation of WTO TBT Agreement (standards, technical regulation and conformity assessment) in the country include the Kenya Bureau of Standards (KEBS); Kenya Accreditation Services (KENAS); and the Weights and Measures (W&M) Department.
KEBS was established by the enactment of the Standards Act (Cap 496) to provide Standardization, Metrology and Conformity Assessment (SMCA) services; KENAS is the national accreditation body for Kenya and derives its mandate from Kenya Accreditation Service Act (Cap 496A) to accredit and exercise oversight over organizations, both private and public, that carry out conformity assessment activities; and the Weights and Measures Department is the legal metrology body in Kenya. The Weights and Measures Department derives its mandate from the Weights and Measures Act (Cap 513) and the Trade Descriptions Act (Cap 505).
The State Department for Trade is the National Notification Authority and chairs the National Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) Committee which draws its membership from National Government Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs), council of governors, regulatory authorities and statutory bodies, consumer bodies, business associations and private sector entities, institutions of higher learning, civil society and NGOs. KEBS is the designated National Enquiry Point (NEP) on WTO Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and provides Secretariat services to the National TBT Committee.
ADMINISTRATIVE MECHANISMS AND TRANSPARENCY
The State Department for Trade in the Ministry of Investments, Trade and Industry, is responsible for monitoring the implementation of the WTO Agreements and ensuring that the obligations under these agreements are fulfilled. It also serves as the designated WTO National Notification Authority (NNA) in accordance with Article 10.10 of the WTO TBT Agreement.
In accordance with the requirements of the Agreement, the government of the Republic of Kenya has designated the KEBS as the National Enquiry Point (NEP) for Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT). This designation ensures transparency and facilitates effective communication with WTO Members regarding proposed Kenyan domestic technical regulations, standards, and conformity assessment procedures, in compliance with Articles 2, 3, 5, and 10 of the WTO TBT Agreement through:
Responding to enquiries on TBT matters originating from stakeholders /trading partners;
Preparing and analyzing TBT notifications for submission;
Organizing and coordinating National TBT Committee activities;
Preparing TBT related documentation;
Coordinating TBT Sub-Committees and Working Groups;
Disseminating information on TBT issues among the stakeholders;
Coordinating public awareness of matters related to TBT;
Follow up on TBT related decisions; and
Mobilizing resources for the National TBT Committee activities.
KEBS is a statutory body of government, established by the Standards Act (CAP 496) Laws of Kenya, and is mandated to provide for the preparation and promotion of standards in relation to goods, services, processes and practices. The implementation and administration of the WTO Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade is therefore supported by the Standards Act (CAP 496) Laws of Kenya.
The Mandate of KEBS includes:
Standards Development and harmonization;
Promotion of standardization in Commerce and Industry;
Provision of testing and calibration services;
Undertaking education work in standardization, metrology and conformity assessment and practical application of standards;
Product and system certification;
Enforcement of standards – Inspection and Market Surveillance;
Dissemination of standards information through standards information centre; and
Provision of information on standards, technical regulations on conformity assessment procedures through the WTO TBT National Enquiry Point.
0. Code of Good Practice
KEBS has accepted the Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption and Application of Standards, Annex 3 to the WTO TBT Agreement (G/TBT/CS/N/24).
Notices of all proposed standards are published in the KEBS Standards Work Programme Bulletin (issued bi-annually).
Draft Standards ready for public review are notified to the WTO Secretariat and all interested persons are given a period of 60 (sixty) days to make written comments on Kenya's Notifications under Articles 2.9.4 and 5.6.4 of the Agreement.
Certification and Inspection
Certification
Certification covers management systems, products, processes & services and persons and is undertaken by both public and private institutions. These include quality marks, safety marks, compliance marks and fortification marks.
Certification in Kenya is undertaken by an independent body (third-party) and is related to an object of conformity assessment which includes a product, process, service, system, installation, project, data, design, material, claim, person, body or organization, or any combination thereof. Certification is undertaken by conformity assessment bodies that may be public or private and whose formal demonstration of competence is provided through implementation of the requirements of a standard or accreditation by an accreditation body that is legally mandated or recognized to do so.
Inspection
Inspection in Kenya is carried out by both public and private institutions. Inspection for purposes of regulatory and legal compliance is carried out by various government institutions in line with their mandate.
Inspection applies across all sectors of the economy and to imports in verification of conformance. The Quality Policy through Mutual Recognition Agreements accruing from internationally recognized accreditation will create an environment enabling reciprocity of inspection outcomes for trade facilitation as well as recognition and regulatory acceptance of inspection outcomes from accredited and designated inspection bodies.
Metrology
Metrology is divided into three disciplines: scientific metrology, industrial metrology, and legal metrology. Scientific and industrial metrology is guided by the Standards Act (Cap 496) while legal metrology is guided by the Weights and Measures Act (Cap 513), and Trade Descriptions Act (Cap 505). Confidence in national measurement is assured by the National Metrology Institute (NMI) under KEBS and Department of Weights and Measures. The disciplines are highlighted below:
1. Scientific and industrial metrology
Industrial metrology concerns the application of measurement science to manufacturing and other processes and their use in society, ensuring the suitability of measurement instruments, their calibration and quality control of measurements. KEBS is the designated National Metrology Institute (NMI) responsible for scientific and industrial metrology guided by the Standards Act (CAP 496) Laws of Kenya. For scientific metrology, the organization provides leadership and direction in the national traceability of measurements to the International System of Units (SI).
Legal metrology 
Legal Metrology is undertaken by the Weights and Measures Department under the Ministry of Investments, Trade and Industry. The Department derives its mandate from the Weights and Measures Act (Cap 513) Laws of Kenya and the Trade Descriptions Act (Cap 505) Laws of Kenya.
Accreditation
The Kenya Accreditation Service (KENAS) is the sole National Accreditation Body (NAB) mandated to offer accreditation services in Kenya. It is established through the Kenya Accreditation Service Act (Cap 496A).
KENAS plays a central role in implementing the WTO TBT Agreement by accrediting Conformity Assessment Bodies (CABs), including testing, medical and calibration laboratories, certification bodies, proficiency testing providers, biobanking facilities, validation and verification bodies and inspection bodies in line with the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA), International Accreditation Forum (IAF) Multilateral Recognition Arrangement (MLA) and African Accreditation Cooperation (AFRAC) MRA. This ensures that such bodies operate in accordance with international standards.
KENAS is a signatory member of the International Accreditation Forum (IAF), the International Laboratory cooperation (ILAC) and African Accreditation Cooperation (AFRAC).
PUBLICATION OF A NOTICE
All related information on draft standards, technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures is published as Legal notices in the Kenya Gazette and can be accessed at: https://KenyaLaw.org, https://www.mygov.go.ke and websites of relevant regulatory agencies.
COMMENTS
In compliance with the WTO TBT Agreement, the government of Kenya provides opportunities for stakeholders to submit written comments on proposed draft standards and conformity assessment procedures while technical regulations are handled as per the Statutory Instruments Act (2013).
Technical regulations are developed by relevant Government Ministries based on their respective mandates, while ensuring stakeholder participation, including at the National, Regional and international level Comments on technical regulations are submitted as per the Statutory Instruments Act. (2013).
Unless urgent circumstances warrant shorter timelines (as allowed under Article 2.10), Kenya ensures that a minimum comment period of 60 days is provided for stakeholders to submit written feedback on proposed standards and conformity assessment procedures.
Submission of comments
Stakeholders are encouraged to submit comments through the following platforms: 
Email submissions to the: 
a. National Notification Authority (NNA)
Email address: psfortrade@trade.go.ke 
b. TBT National Enquiry Point
Email address: info@kebs.org
PUBLICATION OF FINAL TEXTS
In compliance with Kenya's obligations under the World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement):
Final texts of standards are available on: https://webstore.kebs.org at a basic fee.
Final texts of technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures are published in the Kenya Gazette and are publicly available through the relevant regulatory agencies' websites.
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(i) Enquiry Point(s)
Kenya Bureau of Standards – WTO TBT National Enquiry Point 
KEBS Centre, Popo Road, off Mombasa Road
P.O. Box 54974 – 00200 Nairobi
Kenya 
Tel: (+ 254 020) 6948000
Mobile: 0724 255242, 0734 600471
Email: info@kebs.org
Contact Person: Managing Director – Kenya Bureau of Standards
md@kebs.org

(ii) Notification Authority
National Notification Authority (NNA) 
State Department for Trade 
Ministry of Investments, Trade and Industry
P.O. Box 30430 – 00100 GPO
Nairobi, Kenya
Phone: +254 20 3315001
https://www.trade.go.ke
Contact: psfortrade@trade.go.ke

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
N/A

__________
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