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IMPLEMENTATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE AGREEMENT ON 
TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE
COMMUNICATION FROM COMOROS
The following communication under Article 15.2 of the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade, dated 25 June 2026, has been received from the delegation of Comoros. 
_______________


IMPLEMENTING ACTIONS
As part of its notification under Article 15.2 of the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), Comoros wishes to inform the TBT Committee of the technical regulation, standardization and conformity assessment (testing, inspection, validation, verification, certification, accreditation, etc.) system in force in the country.
The Foreign Trade Directorate at the Ministry of Economic Affairs, Industry and Investment (MEII) is the country's official WTO SPS and TBT notification point. The national TBT committee is chaired by the Director-General for Economic Affairs and Trade, who is also attached to the MEII.
The relevant national legislation relating to the implementation and administration of measures under the TBT Agreement includes, most notably:
· Decree No. 25-125/PR of 15 October 2025 on the creation, mission, organization and operation of the Comorian Standardization and Metrology Office (OCNM);
· Law No. 95-009 of 20 June 1995 on the creation, organization and operation of the National Research Institute for Agriculture, Fisheries and the Environment (INRAPE);
· Law No. 94-018 of 22 June 1994 establishing the Framework Law on the Environment, as amended by Law No. 95-007 of 19 June 1995;
· Decree No. 15-05/PR establishing the National Fishery Product Quality Control and Certification Office (ONCQCPH);
· Order No. 14/086/MPEEIA and Order No. 12/089/MFEBICEP on the adoption and application of the Codex Alimentarius sanitary and phytosanitary standards;
· Order No. 011/004 of 7 April 2011 designating the focal points for non-tariff barriers in the COMESA-EAC-SADC Tripartite Free Trade Area;
· Order No. 11/02/MRPECE of 3 April 2011 establishing the National Follow-Up Committee for the non-tariff barrier removal process;
· Order No. 19 04 I MEIEIETAPPG/CAB on the structure of the WTO National Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade; and
· Order No. 18 016/VP-MEEIATIPAF/CAB designating a WTO TBT national enquiry point.
The Law on Foreign Trade does not contain any elements specific to technical barriers to trade.
The national quality policy, approved in 2021, is the reference document for quality. It provides for the progressive development of all components of the national quality infrastructure. The policy most notably recommends the review and updating of certain existing legislative and regulatory texts, including Decree No. 99-087/CE.
Comoros is currently reviewing a draft law on quality, standardization, metrology, accreditation, certification and technical regulations, which establishes the Comorian Standardization, Metrology and Quality Agency (ACoNorM).
0. Technical regulations
Government departments, including ministries such as the MEII, the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, the Ministry of the Environment and the Ministry of Health, have the power to issue technical regulations in their areas of competence, either through ministerial orders or by proposing new decrees. A decree must be approved by the Council of Ministers and signed by the President, while a ministerial order establishing technical criteria based on a pre-existing decree may be adopted or amended directly.
The technical regulations applicable in the Union of the Comoros are covered by a number of laws, decrees and orders administered by the relevant ministries and agencies. The technical regulations implemented in the country are set out mainly in Articles 126-136 of Law No. 17-005/AU on food legislation in the Union of the Comoros (hereinafter referred to as the "Food Law"). These provisions concern, inter alia, eggs, milk, and marine and freshwater products.
Several provisions of the Food Law recognize the capacity of governmental and non-governmental bodies to assess the conformity of goods with the applicable technical regulations.
All stakeholders are eligible to participate in the development of standards and technical regulations. National standards must be developed in accordance with the Agreements of the World Trade Organization (WTO). Foreign stakeholders can participate at any stage of the standard-development process, in accordance with national needs for expertise. There are no restrictions on the participation of foreign stakeholders with proven expertise.
A national TBT committee was established to coordinate the updating of technical regulations and to follow up on matters relating to technical barriers to trade. It includes representatives from all relevant government agencies as well as civil society, academia and the private sector. The national TBT committee must be informed of new draft technical regulations and will provide technical comments on their conformity before they are notified to the WTO and approved.
The Foreign Trade Directorate, as the national notification authority, is responsible for notifications to the WTO. The national TBT committee is the government entity responsible for compiling and updating technical regulations.
0. Standardization
The national standardization process is currently under way within the framework of the national quality policy and the institutional reforms undertaken by the Union of the Comoros.
The Comorian Standardization and Metrology Office (OCNM) was established under Decree No. 25-125/PR of 15 October 2025 by merging the existing functions of standardization and metrology. It is one of the main institutional instruments for establishing a national quality infrastructure. Comoros has decided to replace Decree No. 25-125/PR with a more comprehensive law that covers all other elements of the quality infrastructure system, including technical regulations. This draft law is currently under consideration and has already been submitted to all stakeholders for consultation. The new draft law seeks to establish the Comorian Standardization, Metrology and Quality Agency (ACoNorM). The mission of the OCNM, and potentially ACoNorM, is to support the development, adoption and dissemination of national standards, promote harmonization with relevant regional and international standards, and contribute to the development of the national metrology system, particularly as regards traceability, measurement reliability, and metrological control support. The OCNM (and the future ACoNorM) should also play a technical coordination role for the administrations concerned, economic operators and other stakeholders, in order to promote the consistent application of standards, metrological requirements and, where appropriate, product‑related technical regulations, as well as market surveillance.
Standardization activities are conducted within an environment open to the participation of domestic stakeholders and, where justified by their expertise, foreign stakeholders. Adopted standards are based on relevant international standards and on standards harmonized at the regional level, including within the context of the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA).
0. Conformity Assessment
Conformity assessment in Comoros is carried out by the competent institutions, in accordance with the sectoral missions assigned to them and the texts in force.
With regard to fishery products, Decree No. 15-05/PR established the National Fishery Product Quality Control and Certification Office (ONCQCPH). This body contributes to the quality control and certification of fishery products.
The National Research Institute for Agriculture, Fisheries and the Environment (INRAPE) was established by Law No. 95-009 of 20 June 1995.
The Food Law also provides that governmental and non-governmental bodies may assess the conformity of goods with the applicable technical regulations.
As part of its efforts to strengthen national quality infrastructure, Comoros continues to develop aspects relating to metrology, certification, accreditation and conformity assessment. The draft law on quality, standardization, metrology, accreditation, certification and technical regulations seeks to consolidate this institutional framework.
Through its membership of the Southern African Development Community (SADC), Comoros would be serviced by the SADC Accreditation Services (SADCAS); SADCAS is a full member of IAF and ILAC. Comoros also plans to join the African Accreditation Cooperation (AFRAC).
Publication of a notice
Draft technical regulations are circulated to interested parties for comment and consultation before final validation.
National validation workshops may also be organized so that stakeholders can comment on draft technical regulations.
The TBT enquiry point, with the help and support of the national TBT committee, reviews all draft measures before final adoption.
Comoros also plans to develop guidance for the competent authorities on minimum time frames for public consultation on draft technical regulations, particularly those that might affect trade and investment.
Comments
Draft technical regulations are subject to consultation by interested parties for a period of at least 60 days before final validation.
Publication of final texts
All official acts are published in the Official Journal and on its website. The Official Journal Service of the Secretariat-General of the Government is responsible for the publication of the final versions of adopted technical regulations.
All information related to technical regulations can be found at: www.mung5anyo.km.
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(i) Enquiry point(s)	
Mr Boinali Mohamed
Head of the Standardization and Quality Service at the Industry Directorate
Ministry of Economic Affairs, Investment and Industry, responsible for regional integration
Tel.: (+269) 3350974/4960685
Email: zaboinamed2014@gmail.com

(ii) Notification authority
Same as enquiry point.

Additional information
Comoros has not yet communicated its acceptance of the Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption and Application of Standards. This will be done once the decision has been made by the country's standardization authority.
Comoros is not currently a member of the International Organization for Standardization (ISO), the International Organization of Legal Metrology (OIML) or the African Organisation for Standardization (ARSO). It is, however, a correspondent member of the Standards and Metrology Institute for Islamic Countries (SMIIC).
Comoros participates in regional processes to harmonize standards and reduce non-tariff barriers, particularly within the framework of COMESA, the SADC (despite being temporarily suspended from this forum) and the COMESA-EAC-SADC Tripartite.
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